i.62	THE STORY OF THE MOORS.   [chap. xvh.
Alfonso el Batallador now called himself Emperor,
meaning that he was chief of the other kings of the
Peninsula, as Edgar the Peaceable had been Emperor
of Britain. He might well be called the Battle-fighter,
for he had fought twenty-eight battles with the Moors,
and kept them in such a state of alarm that they
proclaimed the Asiala of Fear. This meant the worship
in time of danger, when all the prayers and preachings
were shortened, and men were allowed to attend the
mosques without the regular ablutions, and in their
armour. Alfonso el Batallador never married again
after his unfortunate experiences with Urraca of Castillo.
He was a devout prince, and of high and honourable
character, and he was much attached to the two great
religious orders of knighthood, the Templars and
Hospitallers—who viewed a campaign against the
Moors in Spain as accordant with their vows as the
doing battle with the Saracens in Palestine.
In the last of his inroads into the Moorish territory
he besieged Fraga, on the borders of Catalonia, a
strong" city with the rapid river Cinca before it, and
a steep mountain behind. Here the Almoravides
attacked him in great force, assisted by reinforcements
from Morocco, and, after a desperate combat, his
troops were overpowered by numbers, and a terrible
slaughter took place. He cut his way out with seven
hundred knights, and made his way back to Aragon a
broken-hearted man. He would not enter Zaragoza,
but turned aside with ten of his knights to the Count
of San Juan de la Pena, where, at the end of a week,
he died of grief, in the year 1134.
He had left his dominions by will to the Knights of
St. John and of the Temple; but his subjects would

